
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Critchlow Adkins Children’s Centers Receives Highest Rating in MSDE EXCELS Program 
 
All five sites of Critchlow Adkins Children’s Centers have achieved a Maryland EXCELS check level 5 
rating by the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE). Maryland EXCELS is the state’s voluntary 
Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System (TQRIS) that awards ratings to child care and public 
prekindergarten programs that meet increasingly higher standards in key areas that are identified 
nationally as contributing to high quality. Thirty states have TQRIS systems in place and nearly all states 
are engaged in developing early education quality improvement programs. 
 
Through a process of continuous quality improvement, Maryland EXCELS programs like CACC’s meet 
rigorous quality standards over and above those required by State licensing regulations and public 
school requirements. The Maryland EXCELS standards include Licensing and Compliance, Staffing and 
Professional Development, Rating Scales and Accreditation, Developmentally Appropriate Learning and 
Practice and Administrative Policies and Practices. 
 
“We are so very proud of our staff and the five Site Directors in particular for achieving this outstanding 
recognition,” said Executive Director Caron Pons. “This rating tells our families and the public that we 
have high-quality early childhood and school-age programs measured by the highest standards.” 
 
Maryland EXCELS recognizes the accomplishments of early childhood and school age programs and 
providers, offers information to families on choosing quality child care and articulates to the public the 
level of quality in early and school-age care and education programs. The Johns Hopkins 
University/Center for Technology in Education is a partner with the MSDE Division of Early Childhood 
Development in the implementation of EXCELS. 
 
CACC is a non-profit child care agency founded in 1970 as Easton Day Care. With five locations in Talbot 
County, CACC serves approximately 450 children annually ages 2-15 in preschool, pre-K, pre-K wrap and 
before and after school programs. A 10 week summer program is also offered. CACC is licensed and 
accredited by the MSDE and offers a sliding scale fee for tuition.  
 


